[Enteral nutrition for gastrointestinal disease in home care].
We report 5 patients given enteral feeding in order to continue its nutritional supportive care of our hospital. In patients 1, 2, and 3 who were malnourished, enteral nutrition was provided due to poor oral intakes after surgical treatment. In patients 4 and 5, enteral feedings were made via the proximal jejunum in order to bypass the duodenum, for nutrients in the duodenum enhanced their biliary infection or chronic pancreatitis, respectively. All patients' nutritional status was satisfactory, but two of five patients could not be discharged from the hospital. The reason was that the patients and their families wanted to continue the hospital care in spite of the improvement in the clinical problem. They had no help at home to care for the patient. We conclude that enteral nutrition is very useful for gastrointestinal disease, but that social problems affect home care with enteral nutrition.